Committee on Curriculum and Instruction 

Meeting Notes – March 9, 2007

Present: Adelson, Vasey, Shanda, Krissek, Harder, Hobgood, Mumy, Highley, Yerkes, Oltman, Baker, Mockabee, Mercerhill, Collier, Dutta, Wanzer, Lowry, Breitenberger, Andereck

1. Updates from the Chair
a. Minutes from last 2 meetings will be sent soon, delayed due to illness
b. Senate voted on BS template

i. Language 104 added back as requirement

ii. Student selected area: 597s added as option, also GEC Statistics courses at or above 400 level 

iii. 181 hours to degree approved as minimum hours to degree for B.S.

iv. CAA will be meeting 4 weeks in a row to vet BS/BA templates and hours to degree, and to review Professional Colleges proposals
v. Hours to degree must go to University Senate after CAA; templates only need CAA action
vi. Cluster budget for pilot to be finalized this afternoon
2. Political Science Minor Revisions – Guests Charles Smith and Bill Liddle 

a. Reviewed by Sub C; felt proposal was comprehensive, passed unanimously
b. Current version of minor has tracks that are outdated (ie Communist Systems) and intellectually incoherent
c. New version is more connected to careers and intellectually coherent
d. Would like to have separate PERMACUNS for each topic so that the individual focus areas appear on transcripts
e. Concern expressed about how students will understand the differences between the minors – the minor sheet and website will stress that students must consult with advisors in order to pursue minor
f. Question of if there is a way to provide more coherence to the general political science minor – the goal of keeping it the way it is currently is to provide students with opportunity to create their own track
g. Question of if there are possible core courses that can be listed for general minor – this was discussed, but the department does not have an introductory course; department will rely on the departmental advisors to steer students into a coherent path
h. Vote:   9  yes,   0 no, 0 abstention
3. Design Major Revision – Guest Wayne Carlson
a. Rearrangement of content as a result of re-accreditation reviews and suggestions and departmental assessment
b. Sub B reviewed and approved unanimously
c. Proposal is to re-order courses and include Sustainability and improve drawing skills of students
d. Provides more feeder course work so that students learn more about other career paths
e. Question of whether there are enough faculty members to staff the additional courses – the department has readjusted faculty and graduate assistant assignments to allow for these new courses
f. Noted that the major is tightly controlled with a small cohort of students
g. Vote: 9 yes, 0 no, 0 abstention
4. International Studies 533 & 550
a. Sub A reviewed and felt the syllabi were excellent and good additions to program and approved unanimously
b. Question about pre-requisites – should English 110 be included since there is extensive writing
c. 533 Syllabus
i. Remove the line noting that an “E” will be given for plagiarism, this is handled in the academic misconduct policy
ii. Remove the “(ok just joking)” from the top of the second page 

d. Ensure that concurrence from Criminology is received
e. Question about whether they have to include graduate level work in syllabi, consensus is that 500 level does not require this
f. Question of how common it is to have a 5 credit classes that meet 4 hours – this is common as long as outside of class work makes up for extra hour
g. Motion to approve contingent on concurrence and changes to syllabus
i. Vote: 9 yes, 0 no, o abstention
5. Consideration of Changes to ASC Degree Requirements
a. Definition of Free Electives
i. Free electives provide room for students to experiment, complete a minor, and diversify their training
ii. Suggested that the wording should stay the same, even if it pushes some students above 181 hours
iii. Noted that some programs determine the electives by default or design which is in opposition to the definition

iv. Question of who enforces the rule – currently no one
v. Lack of enforcement would be more of a concern if there was an upper limit on hours to degree
vi. Requirement is a philosophical statement to students and should be used in advising to help students use the hours to meet the students’ needs
vii. Suggested that maybe these should be mandated outside of the major; concern expressed that this removes the student choice
viii. Suggested that free electives rule goes hand in hand with the rule that students can take no more than 15 hours outside ASC and no more than 80 hours in one registrar’s listing
ix. There is no easy way to track specific free electives as a graduate requirement because they can be any courses that are not identified as GEC or major requirements
x. Request for listings of which programs were granted an exemption to this rule in 1990
xi. Astronomy majors would have to define their program as a minimum of 189 hours in order to keep the 15 hours
xii. Rule provides an incentive to not expand the requirements for their major
xiii. Question of where students are currently taking their free elective hours
xiv. Students completing Master’s level courses would count these as free electives
xv. Noted that if we feel this is an important component of the degree, we need to do a better job of informing people of the requirement
xvi. If rule is retained, we will have to create a mechanism for reviewing all majors to ensure that free electives exist
xvii. Difficult for TAG degrees to enforce due to accreditation percentages that must be maintained
xviii. Removing requirement from B.S. degrees would make them more like TAG degrees which are more focused on professional preparation
xix. Question of if a maximum number of hours can be mandated for majors to ensure that the free electives are enforced – might be possible to separate B.A. and B.S. requirements
xx. Suggested that market will drive how large majors get, students will not chose them if they get too large – this would become a factor if it gets larger than a year and other institutions are not requiring as much
xxi. Possible to posit the requirements as a percentage, ie no more than 40% of requirements can be for the major
xxii. Noted that free electives allow a grade of “D” or higher
xxiii. Discussion will continue next quarter – members are asked to review data reports provided and request any information that is not provided as soon as possible so that we can gather it in time for discussions
6. Re-Accreditation – Alexis Collier
a. Reminder that CCI is responsible for oversight of assessment
b. Organizational structure and reporting procedures provided as a reminder of our charge
c. April 15-18 is site visit, afternoon of April 16 will be assessment discussion, please hold calendars in case team would like to talk to you 
d. ASC Assessment area available on intranet – any feedback or corrections to this site should be sent to Sheenu Cherian.5
e. ASC Exit Survey being revised

